
October 2, 2018

TO: Nicholas Agbobu
Engineering, Budget, and OfFice Operations

FROM: Robert Swartz
Field Operations

CONSOLIDATED SEWER MAINTENANCE DISTRICT
CONDITION ASSESSMENT PROGRAM REPORT
UNWCORPORATED COUNTY

This memo is to inform you that the County of Los Angeles Department of Public Works
Consolidated Sewer Maintenance District (District) has completed a Sewer Condition
Assessment Program of a portion of the unincorporated County's sewer system
maintained by the District's Central Yard.

The enclosed Condition Assessment Report provides details regarding the maintenance
and structural condition of your City's sewer mainlines. This information should be
included in the District's Sewer System Management Plan as a reference in Chapter 8,
System Evaluation and Capacity Assurance Plan. The segments with critical
maintenance issues have been cleaned and, where appropriate, incorporated into our
enhanced maintenance cleaning schedule for continued monitoring. In addition, the
segments with severe structural defects have either been repaired or will be scheduled
for repair or replacement as part of the ongoing Accumulative Capital Outlay Project.
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INTRO D UC TIO N

A s partof the S ewer C ond ition A s s es s mentP rogram , the C ou nty of L os A ngeles
D epartmentof P u blic W orks C ons olid ated S ewer M aintenanc e D is tric t(D is tric t) has
c ompleted the c ond ition as s es s mentof15, 590 feetor0 . 9 perc entofthe u ninc orporated
C ou nty’ s s ewers ys tem maintained by the D is tric t’ s C entralYard .

The enc los ed C ond ition A s s es s mentReportou tlines the s tru c tu raland maintenanc e
ratings of you r s ys tem bas ed on the P A C P 's (Vers ion 6. 0 . 1) rating method ology.
Inc lu d ed in the reportare the following:

 P rojec tO verview M ap(Enc los u re 1)

 Q u ic kM aintenanc e RatingM apand S ample L ateralN otic e L etter(Enc los u re 2)

 Q u ic k S tru c tu ralRating ReportP riority L is tand Q u ic k S tru c tu ralRating P riority
M ap(Enc los u re 3)

The D is tric t has now c ompleted the c ond ition as s es s ment of 60 4, 358 feet of the
u ninc orporated C ou nty’ s s ewer s ys tem maintained by the D is tric t’ s C entral Yard .
P reviou s C ond ition A s s es s mentReports d ated S eptember3, 2 0 0 8 , Ju ne 3, 2 0 0 9, M arc h
4, 2 0 1 1 , N ovember21 , 2 0 16 have been provid ed to you . A c opy ofthe reports c an als o
be fou nd in the D is tric t’ s webs ite athttp: //d pw. lac ou nty. gov/s md /c c tv/c ity/.

The S ewerC ond ition A s s es s mentP rogram u tilizes the P A C P Q u ic kRatingmethod ology
to rank the s tru c tu raland maintenanc e c ond ition of you r s ys tem bas ed on ind u s try
s tand ard s .



P RO JEC T A REA A ND D ES C RIP TIO N

P rojec tN o. Y0 TV1314B 2 inc lu d ed s ewerlines loc ated in the u ninc orporated C ou nty of
L os A ngeles and the c ities ofC ommerc e, Glend ora, Ind u s try, L a C anad a Flintrid ge and
W alnu t. Enc los ed foryou rreferenc e is an overview map of the projec tarea within the
u ninc orporated C ou nty (Enc los u re 1).

D EFEC T GRA D E D ES C RIP TIO N

The Q u ic kRating ind ic ates the nu mberofoc c u rrenc es forthe highes ts everity grad e for
eac h pipe s egmentforeithermaintenanc e ors tru c tu rald efec ts . A grad e of1 ind ic ates
thata pipe s egmentis in exc ellentc ond ition with minor d efec ts while a grad e of
5 ind ic ates thata pipe s egmentmay requ ire immed iate attention. A legend of the five
pos s ible d efec tgrad es is as follows :

Grad e D efec tGrad e D esc ription

1 : M INO R

2 : M INO R TO M O D ERA TE

3: M O D ERA TE

4: S IGNIFIC A NT

5: M O S T S IGNIFIC A NT

M A INTENA NC E REP O RT

O u r ins pec tion revealed thatapproximately 7 4. 1 perc entof the s ys tem televis ed in
u ninc orporated C ou nty as partof P rojec tN o. Y0 TV1314B 2 was free of s ignific ant
bloc kages orres tric tions thatwou ld imped e s ewerflows . H owever, the remaining 25. 9
perc entofthe pipe s egments within the u ninc orporated C ou ntyhad aP A C P maintenanc e
grad e of 3, 4, or5 as ind ic ated in the Q u ic k M aintenanc e Rating Table s hown below.
Thes e s egments have been inc orporated into ou r rou tine c leaning s c hed u le with
c orrec tive ac tion taken.

A c olor-c od ed map s howing the qu ic k maintenanc e rating for eac h pipe s egmentis
provid ed in Enc los u re 2 .



Q UIC K M A INTENA NC E RA TING TA B L E

D EFEC T GRA D E
P IP E L ENGTH

(FT)

P ERC ENT TO TA L
INS P E C TED P IP E

L ENGTH

NO . O F
S EGM ENTS

1 : M inor 10 , 0 7 1 64. 6 36
2 : M inorto M od erate 1 , 48 5 9. 5 5
3: M od erate 2 , 690 1 7 . 3 9
4: S ignific ant 1 , 344 8 . 6 4
5: M os tS ignific ant 0 0 0

TO TA L 15, 590 1 0 0 . 0 54

Lateral Notices

A ls o inc lu d ed in the maintenanc e ins pec tion reports are private laterald efic ienc ies
d is c overed d u ringthe as s es s mentofthe mainline. The D is tric td oes notmaintain lateral
lines . Itis the res pons ibilityofthe propertyownerto maintain theirres pec tive laterallines
to fac ilitate the flow ofwas tewaterfrom theirproperty to the mainline. L etters have been
s entto propertyowners in you rC itynotifyingthem ofthe maintenanc e is s u es d etec ted in
theirlaterals . A s ample lateralnotic e letteris provid ed in Enc los u re 2 foryou rreferenc e.

High Water Levels and Infiltration

O u rins pec tion revealed thatH ighW aterL evels and Infiltration were notd etec ted in any
pipe s egmentin the C ou nty’ s s ewers .

S TRUC TURA L REP O RT

O u rins pec tion revealed thatapproximately 8 8 . 1 perc entofthe ins pec ted pipe s egments
within the u ninc orporated C ou nty were free of s evere s tru c tu rald efec ts . H owever, the
remaining 11 . 9 perc entofthe ins pec ted pipe s egments had a P A C P s tru c tu ralgrad e of
4 or5 as ind ic ated in the Q u ic kS tru c tu ralRating Table s hown below. Thes e s egments
have been plac ed on a priority lis tbas ed on the s everity and the need forac tion. For
items 1 throu gh58 in the Q u ic kS tru c tu ralRatingReportP riorityL is t(Enc los u re 3), whic h
warrantac orrec tive ac tion, the propos ed c orrec tive ac tion willbe programmed in the next
24 months as partofthe ongoingA c c u mu lative C apitalO u tlay P rogram .

A c olor-c od ed maps howingthe Q u ic kS tru c tu ralRatingforeac hpipe s egmentis loc ated
in Enc los u re 3.



Q UIC K S TRUC TURA L RA TING TA B L E

D EFEC T
GRA D E

P IP E L ENGTH
(FT)

P ERC ENT TO TA L
INS P E C TED P IP E

L ENGTH

NO . O F
S EGM ENTS

1 : M inor 1 , 249 8 . 0 5
2 : M inorto M od erate 8 37 5. 4 4
3: M od erate 11 , 646 7 4. 7 39
4: S ignific ant 1 , 8 58 1 1 . 9 6
5: M os tS ignific ant 0 0 0

TO TA L 15, 590 1 0 0 . 0 54

C O ND ITIO N A S S ES S M ENT P RO JEC TS

The S ewerC ond ition A s s es s mentP rogram performed the c ond ition as s es s mentofthe
s ewerlines within the u ninc orporated C ou nty maintained by the Eas tYard ac c ord ingto
the followings c hed u le:

FIS C A L YE A R
P RO JEC T

NA M E
L ENGTH

(FT)
P ERC ENTA GE

O F S YS TEM
S TA TUS

20 0 5-20 0 6 Y0 TV0 50 6A 34, 256 2 . 0 C O M P L ETED

20 0 6-20 0 7 Y0 TV0 60 7 C 9, 47 5 0 . 6 C O M P L ETED

20 0 7 -20 0 8 Y0 TV0 7 0 8 B 252 , 0 69 14. 7 C O M P L ETED

20 0 8 -20 0 9 Y0 TV0 8 0 9B 5, 167 0 . 3 C O M P L ETED

20 0 9-20 1 0 Y0 TV0 91 0 B 22 7 , 7 0 4 13. 2 C O M P L ETED

20 10 -20 1 1 Y0 TV10 1 1 B 2 8 6, 7 41 16. 7 C O M P L ETED

20 11-20 1 2 Y0 TV111 2 A 643, 390 37 . 5 REP O RT IN P RO GRES S

2 0 13-20 14 Y0 TV1314B 1 243, 157 14. 1 REP O RT IN P RO GRES S

2 0 13-20 14 Y0 TV1415B 2 15, 590 0 . 9 C O M P L ETED

TO TA L 1 , 7 1 7 , 549 10 0 . 0



ENCLOSURE 1: 

Project Overview Map 
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EN C L O S URE 2 :

Q u ic kM aintenanc e RatingM ap
S ample L ateralN otic e L etter
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NOTICE OF SEWER LATERAL ROOT INTRUSION 

CONSOLIDATED SEWER MAINTENANCE DISTRICT 
 
 
Property Owner/Occupant 
1234 Mailing Street 
Mailing City, California 99999 
 
The County of Los Angeles Consolidated Sewer Maintenance District (District) is 
responsible for the maintenance of the sanitary sewer system in your area.  A camera 
inspection of the sewer mainline discovered roots in your sewer lateral connection.   
The intrusion of the roots from your lateral may block the flow of sewage in the mainline 
sewer causing an overflow to your property and/or those immediately upstream of your 
property.  You are hereby requested to perform maintenance on your private sewer 
lateral.   
 
In accordance with County Code 20.24.080 Maintenance of Sewer Laterals.   
"All house laterals, industrial connection sewers, septic tank outlet connections to 
STEP system, and appurtenances thereto existing as of January 23, 1953, or 
thereafter constructed, shall be maintained by the owner of the property served in 
a safe and sanitary condition, and all devices or safeguards which are required by 
this Division 2 for the operation thereof shall be maintained in good working order."   
 
The property owner, you are responsible for the entire length of the sewer lateral, which 
includes the portion that extends beyond the property line into the public  
right of way.  We request that you contact a licensed plumber to service your sewer lateral 
within 90 days to remove roots and any other obstructions that may cause a sewage 
backup. 
 
Your licensed plumber is required to protect the District's sewer mainlines from dislodged 
roots and other debris by utilizing catcher baskets at the manhole downstream from your 
lateral connection.  Prior to your plumber cleaning your lateral, please notify the District's 
sewer maintenance yard in your area at (123) 456-7890 for authorization to access the 
downstream manhole. 
 
We have included literature on ways to minimize sewer overflows and damage to your 
home.  Please consider establishing a routine cleaning schedule for your sewer lateral to 
minimize potential plumbing problems caused by root intrusion that are likely to reoccur. 
 
If you have recently cleaned your sewer later, no further action is necessary.  If you have 
any questions, please contact Ms. Kari Eskridge, Sewer Maintenance Division, at  
(626) 300-3390 or keskridge@dpw.lacounty.gov. 
 
Thank you for helping keep the sewer lines clean and in good working order.   

mailto:keskridge@dpw.lacounty.gov
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Minimizing Sewer Overflows and Damage to Your Home 
 
The sewer system within the District is comprised of a series of underground pipes.   
Many are publicly owned; however, the sewer laterals are entirely owned by the private 
property owner they serve.  The laterals extend from the building to the mainline within 
the street (or within an easement at the rear of your home).  The laterals are typically four 
inches in diameter while the District's mainline is typically at least eight inches in diameter.   
The private property owner is responsible for the entire length of the lateral, which 
includes the portion that may be located within the public right of way (under the asphalt 
and street landscaping). 

 
Sewer backups can cause tremendous damage to the interior of a home.  In order to 
minimize these, the District provides continual maintenance services for the public sewer 
mainlines. 
 
Unfortunately, sewer laterals are often not maintained by private property owners until a 
disaster strikes.  "Out of sight, out of mind" is a typical approach to sewer lateral 
maintenance and operation by many.  It is our hope that we can provide you various 
means of addressing these issues and thus, minimize your risk of an overflow entering 
your home. 
 
The three methods we suggest are: 
 

1. Maintain your lateral through proper cleaning, repair, and replacement. 
2. Do not place improper items into the sewer or make improper connections to the 

sewer. 
a. Keep rainwater out of the sewer lines as it overwhelms the capacity of the 

sewer lines and may cause sewer spills. 
b. Do not pour fats, oils, and grease in your drains as these products harden 

and stick to the inside of the sewer pipes, which build up and may eventually 
cause a blockage in the sewer pipe.   

3. Install a backflow preventer and cleanout in your sewer lateral.  
 

SEWER LATERALS – AREAS OF RESPONSIBILITY 

Homeowner is responsible for lateral 
maintenance up to the sewer 

mainline. 

OR 

Sewer Easement 

Property Boundary 

Sewer Lateral Sewer Lateral 
Homeowner's Responsibility Homeowner's Responsibility 

District's Responsibility District's Responsibility 

Foot Path Foot Path Street 

Sewer Mainline Sewer Mainline 



ENCLOSURE 3: 

• Quick Structural Rating Report 
Priority List

• Quick Structural Rating Map
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ITEM NO. START MH END MH STREET OBSERVATION PROPOSED CORRECTIVE ACTION

1 1978-0280 1978-CITY CONQUISTA AV Fractures No action needed*

2 1978-0157 1978-0158 SENASAC AV Fractures Lining

3 1978-0149 1978-CITY WOODRUFF AV Fractures Lining

4 1978-0156 1978-0157 SENASAC AV Fractures Lining

5 1978-0159 1978-CITY SENASAC AV Fractures No action needed*

6 1978-0274 1978-0278 HARCO ST Fractures No action needed*

ENCLOSURE 3

QUICK STRUCTURAL RATING REPORT PRIORITY LIST

UNINCORPORATED COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES CENTRAL YARD (Y0TV1314B2)

Page 1 of 1
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